Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 03243 29I509Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

1 1433 1 29I5I2Z/45 

O 29I435Z APR 78 
PM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 1904 

CONPIDENTIAL JIDDA 3243 

EXDIS 

POR AMBASSADOR WEST NEA/ARP 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, MASS, SA, US 

SUBJ: AMBASSADOR WEST'S CONSULTATION: AIRCRAFT PACKAGE 

REF: STATE I0736I 

1. AMBASSADOR WEST, ACCOMPANIED BY ISA SABBAGH AND DANIELS, 

MET WITH CROWN PRINCE PAHD ON APRIL 28 AT HIS JIDDA RESIDENCE. 

H.R.H. CROWN PRINCE PAHD WAS INFORMED THAT AMBASSADOR 
WAS BEING CALLED TO WASHINGTON ON VERY SHORT NOTICE TO HELP 
WHERE POSSIBLE IN THE MATTER OP P-15 SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, AMBASSADOR WEST NOTED THAT USG HAD POSED 
THE DESIRABILITY OP SAG SENDING TO WASHINGTON A SAUDI 
REPRESENTATIVE WITH DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY, AND WONDERED 
IP IT MIGHT NOT BE POSSIBLE POR PRINCE TURKI AL PAISAL TO 
BE PRESENT. THE AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED THAT PRINCE TURKI WAS 
SPECIPICALLY SUGGESTED BECAUSE OP HIS VERY EPFECTIVE 
PERPORMANCE ON HIS MOST RECENT VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

2. AMBASSADOR WEST REMARKED THAT SAUDI NORMS OP PROTOCOL 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN BRUISED SLIGHTLY BY THE SUGGESTION, 

OBSERVING THAT SAUDI AMBASSADOR ALI REZA WAS, OP COURSE, 

THE CHIEF SPOKESMAN POR THE SAG BEPORE THE WHITE HOUSE. 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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AMBASSADOR WEST ASKED THE CROWN PRINCE IF AMBASSADOR 
ALI REZA MIGHT BE BOTHERED BY THE SUGGESTION. CROWN 
PRINCE REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE SO, AND ASKED 
ABOUT THE TIMING OP THE PROPOSED VISIT. AMBASSADOR WEST 
REPLIED THAT IT WOULD BE MOST HELPPUL IP TURKI COULD BE 
IN WASHINGTON WITHIN THE NEXT 7-8 DAYS AS THERE WAS 
LIKELIHOOD OP A VOTE IN COMMITTEE DURING EARLY MAY. 
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3. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR WEST AND EMBOEFS DID NOT SENSE 
THAT EAHD'S SENSIBILITIES HAD BEEN IRRITATED BY THE 
SUGGESTION THAT A SENIOR SAUDI REPRESENTATIVE WITH 
DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY BE AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON 
DURING THE CRITICAL DAYS OE COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON E-I5'S. 
SUBSEQUENT TO MEETING WITH CROWN PRINCE, AMBASSADOR WEST 
SPOKE BY TELEPHONE AT LENGTH TO FONMIN SAUDI AL-FAISAL 
AND TO PRINCE TURKI AL-EAISAL, WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT 
THEY WOULD NOT OPPOSE THIS SUGGESTION IE IT CAME EROM 
ALI REZA. OUR JUDGMENT IS THAT THE SAG WOULD SEND 
PRINCE TURKI IN RESPONSE TO DEPARTMENT'S SUGGESTION TO 
THAT EFEECT, ESPECIALLY IF RELAYED THROUGH AMBASSADOR 
ALI REZA, WHO, IT SHOULD ALWAYS BE NOTED WITH PLEASING 
DELICACY, IS THE CHIEE SPOKESMAN EOR THE SAG IN 
WASHINGTON. AMBASSADOR ALI REZA, WE EEEL, WOULD GLADLY 
AGREE (BECAUSE HE COULD CLAIM CREDIT EOR IT) TO 
INITIATING THE SUGGESTION HIMSELF WITH HIS GOVERNMENT, 
SPECIFIC ALT, Y RECOMMENDING THAT PRINCE TURKI, "WHO 
ACQUITTED HIMSELE SO ADMIRABLY" DURING H.R.H.'S MOST 
RECENT VISIT, BE DISPATCHED TO WASHINGTON EOR A REPEAT, 

AND PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANT, PEREORMANCE, THUS CONTRIB- 
UTING TO THE TOTALITY OE EEEORTS BY ALL CONCERNED TO 
THE SUCCESS OE THIS ENDEAVOR. 

DANIELS 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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